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Momma Brought that Baby to the Lord 

 

By Pastor Samuel A.J. Williams M.TH. 

 

 

Day 1: When Pain Becomes Prayer 

 

Devotional 

 

         Life has a way of bringing us to our knees, doesn't it? Sometimes it's 

through circumstances we never saw coming, other times through dreams that 

seem perpetually out of reach. Hannah knew this reality intimately. Year after 

year, she faced the heartbreak of barrenness while watching others experience 

the joy she desperately longed for. Yet instead of allowing bitterness to take 

root, Hannah made a choice that would change everything - she took her pain 

directly to God. There's something powerful about bringing our deepest hurts 

to the One who understands them completely. When we're honest about our 

struggles, when we stop pretending everything is fine and actually pour out 

our hearts before God, something beautiful begins to happen. Our pain 

becomes the very thing that drives us into deeper relationship with Him. 

Hannah's barrenness wasn't just a trial to endure - it became the birthplace of 

a prayer that would impact generations. Your current struggle, whatever it 

may be, doesn't have to be meaningless. It can become the very thing that 

draws you closer to God's heart and transforms your faith from shallow to 

deep. 

 

Bible Verse 

 

'When she had weaned him, she took the boy with her, young as he was, along 

with a three-year-old bull, an ephah of flour and a skin of wine, and brought 

him to the house of the Lord at Shiloh. When the bull had been sacrificed, they 

brought the boy to Eli, and she said to him, "Pardon me, my lord. As surely as 

you live, I am the woman who stood here beside you praying to the Lord. I 
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prayed for this child, and the Lord has granted me what I asked of him. So now I 

give him to the Lord. For his whole life he will be given over to the Lord." And 

he worshiped the Lord there.' - 1 Samuel 1:24-28 

 

Reflection Question 

 

What pain in your life could become a pathway to deeper prayer and intimacy 

with God? 

 

Quote 

Don't you know that some pain that you got is the reason why you got on your 

knees? 

 

Prayer 

Lord, help me to bring my deepest hurts and longings to You instead of 

carrying them alone. Transform my pain into prayer and draw me closer to 

Your heart. 

 

 

 

Day 2: From Selfish to Surrender 

 

Devotional 

 

There's a profound difference between asking God to give us what we want 

and surrendering our desires to His will. Hannah's prayer journey illustrates 

this beautifully. She could have simply begged God for a child to fill the 

emptiness in her life, to prove her worth, or to silence her critics. Instead, she 

made a covenant that revealed the true condition of her heart. Hannah 

understood that any blessing from God ultimately belongs to God. Her prayer 

wasn't about getting something for herself - it was about partnering with 

God's purposes. This kind of surrender doesn't come naturally to us. Our 

instinct is to hold tightly to the things we love, to control outcomes, and to 

keep our blessings close. But Hannah shows us a different way. True faith 

releases its grip and trusts God with what matters most. When we move from 
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selfish prayer to surrender prayer, we align ourselves with God's heart and 

open the door for Him to work in ways we never imagined. The very thing 

we're afraid to let go of might be the key to experiencing God's greatest 

blessings in our lives. 

 

Bible Verse 

 

‘When she had weaned him, she took the boy with her, young as he was, along 

with a three-year-old bull, an ephah of flour and a skin of wine, and brought 

him to the house of the Lord at Shiloh. When the bull had been sacrificed, they 

brought the boy to Eli, and she said to him, “Pardon me, my lord. As surely as 

you live, I am the woman who stood here beside you praying to the Lord. I 

prayed for this child, and the Lord has granted me what I asked of him. So now I 

give him to the Lord. For his whole life he will be given over to the Lord.” And 

he worshiped the Lord there.’ – 1 Samuel 1:24-28 

 

Reflection Question 

What blessing in your life do you need to surrender back to God, trusting Him 

with what you cannot control? 

 

Quote 

That’s the difference between selfish prayer and surrender prayer. A selfish 

prayer say, lord, you give me this baby, I’m gonna keep him to myself. No. But a 

surrender prayer baby says, lord, you give me this baby, I’m gonna make sure 

he’s yours. 

 

Prayer 

God, help me move from selfish prayers to surrender prayers. Give me the 

courage to release my grip and trust You completely with what matters most 

to me. 

 

 

Day 3: Consecration Over Control 

 

Devotional 

 

One of the hardest lessons in life is learning that love sometimes means letting 

go. Hannah discovered this truth in the most profound way when she brought 
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Samuel to the temple. After years of longing, months of pregnancy, and 

precious time nursing and caring for her son, she had to release him into 

God’s care. This wasn’t abandonment – it was consecration. Hannah 

understood that real love doesn’t seek to control but to consecrate. She knew 

that being close to God was more important for Samuel than being close to 

her. This principle extends far beyond parenting. Whether it’s our children, 

our dreams, our relationships, or our plans, we’re called to hold them with 

open hands. Consecration means setting something apart for God’s purposes, 

trusting that His plans are better than our protective instincts. It means 

believing that what we cannot protect, He can. When we choose consecration 

over control, we’re not losing something precious – we’re placing it in the 

safest hands possible. Hannah’s example reminds us that the greatest act of 

love is often the willingness to trust God with what we treasure most. 

 

Bible Verse 

‘When she had weaned him, she took the boy with her, young as he was, along 

with a three-year-old bull, an ephah of flour and a skin of wine, and brought 

him to the house of the Lord at Shiloh. When the bull had been sacrificed, they 

brought the boy to Eli, and she said to him, “Pardon me, my lord. As surely as 

you live, I am the woman who stood here beside you praying to the Lord. I 

prayed for this child, and the Lord has granted me what I asked of him. So now I 

give him to the Lord. For his whole life he will be given over to the Lord.” And 

he worshiped the Lord there.’ – 1 Samuel 1:24-28 

 

Reflection Question 

In what area of your life do you need to choose consecration over control, 

trusting God’s care over your own protective instincts? 

 

Quote 

Real motherhood is not control, but real motherhood is consecration. 

 

Prayer 
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Father, give me the wisdom to know when to hold on and when to let go. Help 

me trust that Your care is greater than my control. 

 

Day 4: Worship in the Waiting 

 

Devotional 

 

Some of the strongest people you’ll ever meet are those who learned to 

worship while they were hurting. Hannah exemplifies this kind of mature 

faith – the ability to praise God even when the answer hasn’t come, even when 

the pain is still real, even when the future is uncertain. She didn’t wait for her 

circumstances to change before she chose to worship. Instead, she found a way 

to honor God in the midst of her struggle. This kind of faith doesn’t come 

easily or naturally. It’s forged in the furnace of difficulty and refined through 

seasons of waiting. But there’s something powerful that happens when we 

choose worship over worry, praise over complaint, and trust over fear. Our 

perspective shifts, our hearts soften, and we begin to see God’s faithfulness 

even in the darkness. Mature faith doesn’t demand the whole story before it 

chooses to trust. It doesn’t need all the answers before it decides to worship. 

Hannah shows us that worship isn’t dependent on our circumstances – it’s a 

choice we make regardless of what we’re facing. When we learn to worship 

while we wait, we discover that God’s presence is enough, even when His 

answers are delayed. 

 

Bible Verse 

‘When she had weaned him, she took the boy with her, young as he was, along 

with a three-year-old bull, an ephah of flour and a skin of wine, and brought 

him to the house of the Lord at Shiloh. When the bull had been sacrificed, they 

brought the boy to Eli, and she said to him, “Pardon me, my lord. As surely as 

you live, I am the woman who stood here beside you praying to the Lord. I 

prayed for this child, and the Lord has granted me what I asked of him. So now I 
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give him to the Lord. For his whole life he will be given over to the Lord.” And 

he worshiped the Lord there.’ – 1 Samuel 1:24-28 

 

Reflection Question 

How can you choose worship over worry in your current season of waiting or 

difficulty? 

 

Quote 

Some of the strongest people in church are women who learn how to worship 

while they were hurting. 

 

Prayer 

Lord, teach me to worship You not just when life is good, but especially when 

it’s hard. Help me find reasons to praise You even in the waiting. 

 

 

Day 5: The Power of a Prayed-Over Life 

 

Devotional 

 

Never underestimate the power of prayer that follows a life. Hannah's story 

reminds us that when we commit someone to God in prayer, that prayer 

doesn't just disappear - it becomes a covering, a protection, a calling that 

follows them wherever they go. Samuel grew up to become one of Israel's 

greatest prophets, and it all began with a mother's surrendered prayer. 

There's something beautiful about knowing you've been prayed over. Even 

when you wander, prayer calls you back. Even when you struggle, prayer 

keeps covering you. Even when you make mistakes, prayer reminds you of 

your purpose. Hannah understood that proximity to God mattered more than 

proximity to her. She knew that having Samuel close to the Lord was more 

important than having him close to her arms. This is the legacy we can leave 

for those we love - not just our presence, but our prayers. Not just our 

protection, but our intercession. When we pray over the people in our lives, 

we're not just asking God to bless them - we're creating a spiritual 
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atmosphere that surrounds them wherever they go. The same woman who 

was barren became the one bringing back blessings, and it all started with a 

prayer that refused to give up. 

 

Bible Verse 

 

'When she had weaned him, she took the boy with her, young as he was, along 

with a three-year-old bull, an ephah of flour and a skin of wine, and brought 

him to the house of the Lord at Shiloh. When the bull had been sacrificed, they 

brought the boy to Eli, and she said to him, "Pardon me, my lord. As surely as 

you live, I am the woman who stood here beside you praying to the Lord. I 

prayed for this child, and the Lord has granted me what I asked of him. So now I 

give him to the Lord. For his whole life he will be given over to the Lord." And 

he worshiped the Lord there.' - 1 Samuel 1:24-28 

 

Reflection Question 

Who in your life needs the covering of your consistent, surrendered prayers? 

 

Quote 

Don't underestimate what God can do with a child that has been prayed over. 

 

Prayer 

God, help me to be faithful in praying over the people I love. Let my prayers 

create a covering of Your protection and purpose over their lives. 

 


